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Group Hospital Insurance 


INCE THE Detroit convention of the American Hospital Association 

there has developed a national interest of important proportions in 

group hospital insurance. Inquiries from hospitals, members of 
the medical profession, and private citizens reach the Association head- 
quarters each mail. Hospital councils in metropolitan centers and hospital 
administrators in smaller cities are conducting studies to determine whether 
a desirable plan can be placed in operation and one that will be of mutual 
benefit to the patient, the public, and the hospital. 

Conservative conclusions formed after adequate study confirm the 
thought that some workable plan for group hospital insurance is both 
feasible and desirable and that it can be adapted to sound hospital and 
medical practice. A more widely distributed payment of the cost of hos- 
pital care has many advantages for the average citizen and will mean in 
numerous instances the economic salvation of our hospitals. The hospital 
insurance plan would assure to the average man and woman approved 
hospital care at a cost which, because of its distribution, they could easily 
afford to pay. It places adequate hospital service at their disposal promptly 
and as needed without forcing them to go into debt for this service or 
accepting it as a charity. 

According to those who have given much thought to this subject the 
plan of selection would be for a hospital or a group of associated hos- 
pitals in the same city to operate their own group hospital insurance plan 
and the assured would be able to select the hospital of his choice and the 
physician of his choice to attend him. The plan should fully protect the 
hospitals in the payments for its earnings for the service rendered in car- 
ing for insured patients and, at the same time, assist the patient to dis- 
tribute the cost of his sickness over a sufficiently long period so that he 
will not be embarrassed financially in its payment. 

All propositions submitted, covering hospital insurance schemes originat- 
ing without the hospitals concerned or associated together in the develop- 
ment of the plan, and, more particularly, presented by commercial organ- 
izations outside of the city in which the interested hospitals are located, 
should be carefully investigated. It would be a much better plan for the 
hospital or the hospitals associated together to make their own contracts, 
run their own business, assume their own liabilities to the insured, and 
if there is any financial benefit to be derived from the group hospitaliza- 
tion plan, and there should be, it should be secured for the participating 
hospitals. The plan adopted for group hospitalization should have the 
approval of the medical staffs of the hospitals interested and, if possible, 
the approval of the county medical society. 
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Hospitals and the Committee on the Costs of Medical Care 


EMBERS of the American Hospital Association have in general 
M closely followed the work of the Committee on the Costs of 

Medical Care during the past five years. On November 29 the 
report of this committee will be made public, with its recommendations as 
to how the American people may best be provided with adequate scientific 
medical care. Shortly after the presentation of the report at the end of 
this year, the committee as such will pass out of existence. It should then 
be the responsibility of the thinking men and women in the United States 
to study this report carefully and consider what significance it has for 
their own communities. This study would be facilitated by conferences of 
interested citizens, held in the various local communities throughout the 
United States. 

The American Hospital Association suggests that the administrators of 
the hospitals participate in these conferences and, when desirable, take the 
initiative in calling such conferences. The hospital administrator should 
write to Mr. Harry H. Moore, director of study, Committee on the Costs 
of Medical Care, 910 Seventeenth Street, Washington, D. C., for a copy 
of the final report and for suggestions for setting up local conferences. 
The hospital executive might codperate with the local health officer, presi- 
dent of the county medical society, and the heads of the different service 
clubs in calling together the community leaders interested in the provisions 
of adequate medical care for all the people. These conferences would be 
more valuable if they were to include the heads of local hospitals, the 
president and members of the medical and dental associations, the officials 
of the health department, the leading women’s and service clubs, the 
officials of the local chapter of the American Red Cross, the Tuberculosis 
Association, the Chamber of Commerce, the Parent-Teacher Association, 
and leaders in the local labor federation. 

The committee has given five years of intensive work and upwards of 
$1,000,000 in making a study that is of utmost interest to the public, to 
the hospitals, and to the members of the medical profession. The men 
and women who have composed the membership of this committee are 
outstanding authorities in their respective professions and vocations. The 
study has been an exhaustive one, made by competent people, and the 
report and recommendations of the committee should be of large value. 
The study of this report and discussion, in conference, by the community 
leaders afford an opportunity for the hospitals to assume a position of 
leadership on a problem of far-reaching significance. 














Hospital Publicity Which 
Appeals 

The illustrations covering hospital 
activities included in this number are 
reproductions of pen and pencil draw- 
ings by the noted artist, Hans Axel 
Walleen, who drew them and offered 
them for the exclusive use of the Wel- 
fare and Relief Mobilization Commit- 
tee, headed by the Hon. Newton D. 
Baker. They have exceptional merit 
from an artistic point of view, but are 
more valuable to our hospitals in illus- 
trating the activities of the hospital 
that are of peculiar human interest. 
Bulletins utilizing these drawings and 
sent to the friends and patrons of the 
hospital should prove of large publicity 
value to our hospitals. 

The American Hospital Association 
is one of the twenty-six national asso- 
ciations that sponsored and contributed 
to the organization of the Welfare and 
Relief Mobilization Committee. This 
committee, through addresses over the 
radio, articles and editorials in the 
newspapers and magazines, public ad- 
dresses before luncheon clubs, and in 
every other possible way, is emphasiz- 
ing the need for public support of our 
hospitals. It is joining in these efforts 
with the Association of Community 
Chests and Councils. 

Among the publicity material that 
is being sent out is Bulletin No. 4 on 
Hospitals, for September 1932—‘Be- 
hind the Front Lines.” Copies of this 
bulletin, and copies of the prints, with 
full authority to reproduce, may be 
secured by writing the Association of 
Community Chests and Councils, 1810 
Graybar Building, 420 Lexington Ave- 
nue, New York City. These drawings 
will enable our hospitals, without in- 
creasing or exceeding their publicity 
budget, to lend a greater degree of 
distinction, freshness, and dramatic 
power to, and create a larger interest 
in, any publicity and educational ma- 
terial which they may distribute. 
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Hospitals and Relief Work 





In an address in New York the Hon. Newton D. Baker, in behalf of 
the Welfare and Relief Mobilization of 1932, of which he is chairman, 
had this to say: 

“The number of patients who cannot pay for needed hospitalization care 
has increased rapidly since 1929. Fifteen per cent of the patients in our 
hospitals in 1931 could not pay for the services rendered them. In the 
same year 110 private hospitals in the country closed their doors as a result 
of economic conditions reflected in decreased earnings, decreased contribu- 
tions, and increased free service. 

“Economic surveys recently conducted in five states—Texas, Pennsyl- 
vania, Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin—show that almost all of the non- 
tax-supported hospitals are carrying a large amount of charity work, aver- 
aging from 30 to 40 per cent of their total service. Of the hospitals 
reporting to the United Hospital Fund of New York City for the year 
1931 forty-three general and special hospitals and branches gave 788,062 
days of hospital care to indigent patients accepted by the city as charges. 
This service cost these hospitals $3,800,000, for which they received 
$1,600,000, or 42 per cent of the cost. The difference had to come from 
charitable gifts, legacies, and income from charitable gifts, legacies, and 
invested funds. 

“In certain communities at present, payment for public charges, inade- 
quate enough at best, is being delayed or reduced in an effort to lower 
taxes or because of the impaired credit of municipalities. With reduced 
financial support or its entire withdrawal, the continued operation of our 
hospitals is threatened.” 

A Book for Convalescents 

One of the most interesting and at the same time useful books which 
have come to our attention in recent years is “Fun in Bed—the Con- 
valescent’s Handbook,” edited by Frank Scully, with a preface by Dr. 
Logan Clendening. This is a compilation of humorous illustrations, inter- 
esting articles, cross word puzzles, bridge problems, poems, and other 
things that will help the convalescent patient to enjoy his stay in the 
hospital. 

One of the features that will prove a “boon to the bored pillow- 
pounder” is the section entitled “Games and Gags.’ Another special sec- 
tion is “Liberty, Equality, and Maternity,” for complacent mothers. Among 
the contributors are Eddie Cantor, Peter Arno, Harry Hershfield, Otto 
Soglow, Leonard Dove, Ring Lardner, George Jean Nathan, and William 
Shakespeare. The publishers are Simon and Schuster. 

This book is well worth consideration for hospital gift shops and hos- 
pital libraries for the patient. No patient who faces a long stay in the 
hospital should be without this very useful and entertaining book. 
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Mr. William Epps Retires 





Mr. William Epps, secretary-administrator of the Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital in Sydney, Australia, retired from his position, due to ill health, 
effective May 5, 1932, after thirty-one years of active service in this 
institution. 

Mr. Epps is well known to American hospital administrators, hav- 
ing spent several months here with his successor, Dr. W. A. Bye, in 1929. 
Mr. Epps made many friends in the hospital field in the United States and 
Canada and is recognized as an international hospital authority. 

At the time he accepted the secretaryship of the Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital it contained 236 beds. It now contains 530 beds, admitting 
annually over ten thousand patients and treating in its out-patient depart- 
ment and dispensary over 163,000 annually. Its appropriation for main- 
tenance and operation has increased from $90,000 in 1901 to approxi- 
mately $700,000 annually. It was due to Mr. Epps’s ability as an organ- 
izer that this noteworthy development was accomplished and that the 
finances of the institution were placed on a solid foundation. 

He will be succeeded by Dr. W. A. Bye, who will combine the positions 
of medical superintendent and secretary-administrator under one control. 

The members of the American Hospital Association, among whom Mr. 
Epps numbers many personal friends and acquaintances, wish for him a 
long, prosperous, and contented life. 





Distribution of Disbursements in a Composite Group of 18 Hospitals 
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New Buildings and Construction 


California 


Auburn.—The new Placer County Hospital has been accepted by the 
county board of supervisors and was opened for public inspection late in 
October. 

Pasadena.—Construction has been started on the new $400,000 St. 
Luke’s Hospital, to be operated by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange. 

San Francisco—Bids for the construction of the new psychopathic 
ward of the San Francisco Hospital will be received by the department 
of public works on December 16. The estimated cost of building and 
equipment is $440,000. Bids for the new cancer unit to be erected adja- 
cent to the psychopathic building will be called for about December 1. 

Watsonville—Construction of the new $165,000 Watsonville Com- 
munity Hospital has been started. Among the directors are Dr. L. M. 
Wilbor, superintendent of San Francisco Hospital, and Dr. B. W. Black, 
superintendent of the Highland Hospital, Oakland. 


Colorado 
Denver.—Contracts for the construction of a $110,000 nurses’ home 
for St. Joseph’s Hospital have been let. 


Delaware 


Marshallton—The Brandywine Sanatorium on October 13 awarded to 
Rupert and Fulenwider the contract for the construction of its new chil- 
dren’s hospital. 


District of Columbia 


Washington.—The Gallinger Municipal Hospital plans the construction 
of a $600,000 contagious disease building. 


Illinois 


Aurora—The new $500,000 building of the St. Charles Hospital was 
dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Edward F. Hoban of Rockford, Sunday, 
October 23. The hospital was founded in 1900 and placed in the charge 
of the Franciscan Sisters. From the time of its opening under the direc- 
tion of Mother M. Philipina it has been wisely and efficiently operated. 
Its prestige increased until the new modern building became necessary, 
and on April 15, 1931, ground was broken for the new plant which has 
just been completed. 


Massachusetts 


Boston.—Construction of the George F. Baker Clinic, one of the new 
units of the New England Deaconess Hospital, made possible by a gift 
of $250,000 from the late George F. Baker, has been started. 








12 BULLETIN of the AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION 


Minnesota 


St. Paul—The new $500,000 Bethesda Hospital was dedicated on 
October 2. 


Missouri 
St. Lowis—The new $600,000 City Hospital nurses’ home was opened 
on November 1. It consists of 253 single bedrooms and sixteen suites 
for members of the training school faculty. 


Nebraska 


Winnebago.—Construction on the $250,000 Winnebago Indian Hospital 
is nearing completion. 


New York 

Greenwich—Bids for the construction of the proposed $220,000 Green- 
wich Municipal Hospital were opened by the hospital board on Novem- 
ber 3. 

Ithaca.—The New York state health department opened bids on October 
20 for the erection of the Hermann M. Biggs Tuberculosis Sanatorium. 

Newark.—Newark Hospital, which has been closed for the past year. 
has been remodeled and reopened to the public. 

Poughkeepsie —The board of trustees of Vassar Brothers Hospital has 
approved the construction of a nurses’ home, to cost $75,000. Plans were 
drawn by York and Sawyer, New York architects. The building was 
made possible through a gift to the hospital, by the Mary Towner Memo- 
rial Fund, of approximately $83,000. 

Rochester—The new Monroe County Hospital, erected at a cost of 
$4,000,000, is almost completed and will be ready for occupancy about 
December 1. 


North Carolina 
Elkin.—The new nurses’ home of the Hugh Chatham Memorial Hos- 
pital, which cost $21,000, was completed in October. 


Oklahoma 
Kingfisher —Kingfisher’s new hospital was formally opened on October 
1. Miss Mary Gilmour has been selected as superintendent of the insti- 
tution. 


Oregon 
Salem.—The new state tuberculosis hospital, built at a cost of $95,000, 
was opened recently, under the superintendency of Dr. Grover C. Bellinger. 


Texas 
Tyler—The new $50,000 Wheeler Memorial Hospital, now under con- 
struction, will be ready for occupancy November 15. 











: 


1 SRRSES aos ames 


November, 1932 NEWS OF THE MONTH 13 


Virginia 
Norfolk.—Bids for the construction of additions to the U. S. Marine 
Hospital will be opened on November 14. It is estimated that construc- 
tion and improvements will cost $800,000. 


Washington 


Seattle—Plans for the first unit of the Tumor Institute of the Swedish 
Hospital have been approved and bids for the construction contracts have 
been called for. 

Wisconsin 

Milwaukee.—The nurses’ home now being erected, at a cost of $350,000, 
at Milwaukee County General Hospital will be ready for occupancy about 
March 1. It will contain a training school, laboratories, gymnasium, 
library, quarters for nurses, and a study on each floor. 

The new $300,000 hospital building at the National Soldiers’ Home 
was opened recently. 

Ontario 

Weston.—The Toronto Hospital for Consumptives recently observed 

the laying of the cornerstone of its new surgical building. 





Coming Meetings 

American Dietetic Association, New York City, November 10-11. 

Colorado Hospital Association, Colorado Springs, November 7-11. 

Oklahoma Hospital Association, Tulsa, November 29-30. 

New England Hospital Association, Boston, February 17-18, 1933. 

Pan-American Medical Association, Dallas, March 21, 1933. 

Hospital Association of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, March 21, 22 and 
23, 1933. 

Iowa Hospital Association, Marshalltown, April 19-20, 1933. 

Joint Conference of Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin Hospital Associa- 
tions, Chicago, Ill., May 3-5, 1933. 

Mississippi Hospital Association, Jackson, May 8, 1933. 

Joint Conference of North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia Hos- 
pital Associations, Charleston, S. C., May, 1933. 





Meeting of Hospital Officials of Northeast and 
East Central Pennsylvania 


The semi-annual meeting of the hospital officials of the northeast and 
east central districts of Pennsylvania was held at the Coaldale State Hos- 
pital, Coaldale, with Dr. E. E. Shifferstine as host. An interesting pro- 
gram was presented. The guests of honor were Mr. John M. Smith, 
superintendent of the Hahnemann Hospital, Philadelphia and Mrs. Alice 
Liveright, secretary of the welfare department of Pennsylvania. 
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Benefactions 





Illinois 
Chicago.—The will of James A. Low bequeaths $87,000 to the Shriners’ 
Hospital for Crippled Children and $10,000 to the Illinois Masonic Hos- 
pital. 


Maine 
Bar Harbor.—More than $20,000 from the estate of Mrs. Emma B. 
Kennedy is bequeathed to the Mount Desert Island Hospital. 


Maryland 
Havre de Grace-——The will of Benjamin Harmon establishes a $10,000 
trust fund for the Havre de Grace Hospital, the income of which is to be 
used for the care of indigent patients. 


Massachusetts 


Salem.—The will of David Pingree leaves the Salem Hospital the sum 
of $10,000. 


New York 

Albany—The Albany Hospital receives approximately $671,000 as 
residuary legatee of the estate of George C. Hawley. 

Brooklyn—The Methodist Episcopal Hospital is bequeathed $20,000 
by the late Mrs. R. Annie Armstrong, in memory of her son. 

New York City—The new physical therapy department of the Bronx 
Hospital, the gift of Mrs. L. M. Blumstein, a member of the board of 
directors of the institution, was opened on October 18. 

Lenox Hill Hospital has received benefactions of $10,000 under the 
terms of the will of Max A. Wesendonck, $15,000 from the estate of 
Mrs. Bessie Daniels, and $25,000 by the will of Heinrich E. F. Sandhagen. 

Presbyterian and Woman’s Hospital are bequeathed $15,000 each under 
the will of Mrs. Emma B. Kennedy. 

A bequest of $50,000 to the Lebanon Hospital is made by the will of 
Isidor Blauner. 

Troy.—Troy Hospital receives $15,000 from the estate of Ebenezer 
Warner. 

Valhalla—A trust fund of $25,000 was established for Grasslands Hos- 
pital by the will of Charles Eddy Munroe. 


Pennsylvania 


Brookville —The Brookville Hospital was left a bequest of $15,000 by 
the will of Mrs. Nancy Neel. A trust fund of $44,000 was left, to be 
divided equally between the Brookville Hospital, Passavant Hospital of 
Pittsburgh, and a local charity upon the death of her only surviving son, 
who died on September 29. 











November, 1932 NEWS OF THE MONTH 15 


Personal Items 


George W. Olson, who has been superintendent of the California Hos- 
pital, Los Angeles, since 1922, has resigned to accept a position on the 
administrative staff of the Los Angeles General Hospital. Mr. Olson is 
one of the leading hospital authorities on the Pacific Coast. R. E. Heer- 
man succeeds him at the California Hospital. 


Dr. T. R. Ponton has resigned as superintendent of University Hos- 
pital, Augusta, Georgia, effective October 15. 


Elizabeth I. Hansen has been appointed superintendent of Harrington 
Memorial Hospital, Southbridge, Massachusetts, Mr. H. C. Ray of the 
House Committee announces. 


Mrs. Josie M. Roberts has succeeded Rev. D. H. Hotchkiss as super- 
intendent of The Methodist Hospital, Inc., Houston, Texas. 


D. L. Mills has resigned the superintendency of Park Hospital Clinic, 
Mason City, Iowa. Miss Verna Dillabough has been appointed acting 
superintendent. 


Jacob P. Blank, formerly superintendent of The Memorial Hospital of 
Monongahela, New Eagle, Pennsylvania, has been succeeded by Jessie F. 
Davidson. 


H. D. Shook has been succeeded by W. C. Lynch as superintendent of 
El] Paso Masonic Hospital, El Paso, Texas. 

Mary J. Moss has resigned the superintendency of the Witham Memorial 
Hospital, Lebanon, Indiana, and Helen Bierman has been appointed to 
succeed her. 


H. Gladys Collins is the newly appointed superintendent of Grant 
County Hospital, Marion, Indiana, succeeding Olive M. Weaver. 


Sister Stella, former superintendent of the St. Thomas Hospital, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, is now filling that position at St. Joseph’s, Chicago. She 
is succeeded at Nashville by Sister Sienna. 

Notice is received of the death of Sister Mary Bernard, for more than 
ten years superintendent of Mercy Hospital, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 
Sister M. Regina has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Miss Laura Belle Wilson has been named superintendent of the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. She had previously been director of nurs- 
ing at St. Margaret’s Memorial Hospital, Pittsburgh, for three years. 


Miss Ruth S. Cooper, superintendent of the Kent General Hospital, 
Dover, Delaware, since it was established five years ago, has submitted her 
resignation, effective November 15. 
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Mrs. Pearl Rexford has resigned the superintendency of the North- 
western Hospital, Minneapolis, after twelve years of service. 


Dr. Louis Dorpat has been appointed medical superintendent of the 
Southview Isolation Hospital, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Dr. Harry B. Fralic is chief medical officer of the newly opened Vet- 
erans’ Hospital at Huntington, West Virginia. He was formerly in charge 
at Fort Snelling, Minnesota. 


Dr. Abraham I. Rubenstone has been appointed medical director of 
Mount Sinai Hospital, Philadelphia, succeeding Dr. Henry B. Shmookler, 
deceased. 


Dr. Hosea W. McAdoo succeeds Dr. Edwin P. Bledsoe, who died 
recently, as superintendent of the Springfield State Hospital at Sykesville, 
Maryland. 


Rev. C. Q. Smith, who for the past three years has been superintendent 
of the Methodist Hospital of It. Worth, Texas, has resigned to reénter 
the ministry. 

Mrs. Eloise P. Quick has been appointed to fill the vacancy made by 
the resignation of Frances L. Aylesworth as superintendent of the Ideal 
Hospital, Endicott, New York. 


R. A. Bates is the new superintendent of the Memorial Hospital, Piqua, 
Ohio. Dessa H. Shaw was formerly superintendent of that institution. 


Henrietta Anderson succeeds Mary Murphy as superintendent of the 
General Hospital of Monroe County, East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. 


Augustina Atkinson is now superintendent of the Burlington County 
Hospital, Mount Holly, New Jersey, succeeding Martha V. Mills. 


Nellie G. Brown is acting superintendent of the Ball Memorial Hos- 
pital, Muncie, Indiana. 


Monta Bane has been named superintendent of the Bozeman (Mon- 
tana) Deaconess Hospital, to succeed Edna M. Eberl, resigned. | 


Emma Kelting, formerly superintendent of nurses at Chicago Lying-in 
Hospital, is acting superintendent, following the resignation of Jessie F. 
Christie. 

Mrs. Charlotte Palmer has been appointed superintendent of the Angelus 
Hospital, Los Angeles. 


Sister Virginia is the new superintendent of St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
South Bend, Indiana. She succeeds Sister Beniti. 


Sister Mary Felicitas has been succeeded at St. Joseph’s Mercy Hos- 
pital, Waverly, Iowa, by Sister Mary Avitus. 
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